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District to receive $1,250,000 grant
The Waynesville R-VI School District 

will receive a $1,250,000 a grant – one 
of the largest in the district’s history 
– from the Department of Defense 
Education Activity (DoDEA) to fund 
Project EDGE (Educating our Digital 
Generation Effectively). 

“We are very excited about this 
grant. It will help us extend learning 
opportunities for our students in all 
subjects with a specific focus on 

improving student achievement in 
math and science through deeper 
implementation of technology in the 
classroom,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent. “We are grateful for 
DoDEA’s partnership and investment 
that will allow us to provide so many 
resources to our students.” 

The federal grant runs from 
September 2018 to May 2023. During 
this academic year, teachers and staff 

will focus on planning the programs 
with the goal of implementing them in 
August 2019. 

The grant includes funds for Project 
EDGE and includes:

• Project Lead the Way Choice 
Classrooms: Students in grades 3 
through 5 will have the opportunity to 
participate in a lottery to be chosen for 
STEM-focused (science, technology, 
engineering and math) classrooms 
that will use hands-on problem-based 
learning with students from the three 
grade levels in the same classroom. 

• Virtual learning classrooms will be 
established so that traditional and home-
schooled secondary students may take 

Continued on page 4

Elementary school floats sweep Homecoming 

East Elementary’s float

Elementary schools swept the top three places in the 
Homecoming 2018 Parade Float Contest with all three 
featuring floats sporting a Jumanji theme. First place went to 
East Elementary’s float, which featured palm trees, animals, 
a waterfall and characters from the movie; second place went 

Wood Elementary’s float

to Wood Elementary, which included trees, a large rhino and 
spider, a game board and the characters; and third place went to 
Thayer Elementary, with a rhino horn on the front of the truck 
pulling the float and a helicopter with its tail hanging off the 
back.

1st 2nd



3rd

Top left, Williams Early Childhood Center’s float. Top right, winners of the float competition with Waynesville High School 
Student Government Association students. Above left, Thayer Elementary’s third place float. Above right, Waynesville Middle 
School Marching Band. 

Afatia Poinsette was crowned 
the Waynesville High School 
Homecoming Queen on Friday, 
Sept. 28, at Tiger Stadium. 
Members of the court included 
seniors Courtney Mason, Olga 
Morales and Shelby Wardin; 
freshman Mikayla Schaffer, 
sophomore Alajah Fortune; 
junior Montana Angel and 
Tiger cubs, Kenna Rodriguez 
and Jayden Morris. She was 
crowned by 2017 Homecoming 
Queen Michelle Amoto, who 
is majoring in engineering at 
the University of Missouri-
Columbia.

Poinsette is the daughter of 
Sharon and Kevin Poinsette, 
who both escorted her onto 
the field. While in high school, 
Poinsette has been involved in 
varsity softball, basketball and 

track. Her favorite thing about high school is staying active 
in sports, working with her teammates, challenging them 
and making memories and friendships. After graduation, she 
plans to attend Jefferson College to pursue her softball and 
academic career.

Poinsette crowned 2018 Homecoming Queen

The naming of the Homecoming 
Queen was not the only surprise for 
the evening. As senior candidate 
Mason started across the field with 
her mother, Shay, she spotted a 
soldier walking toward her. As soon 
as she realized that soldier was her 
father, she ran into his arms. Staff 
Sgt. John Mason had been deployed 
to Kuwait for the past 9 months with 
the Reserves and made it back just 
in time to help escort his daughter 
across the field.
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courses to better meet their academic needs
• Personalized learning paths online using the Edmentum 

Learning Platform, which meets students where they are 
academically and creates online support for them whether they 
are below, on or above their grade level

• Robotics clubs and coding clubs at multiple grade levels
“These are student-centered programs,” said Dr. Trish 

Adkins, assistant superintendent of instructional services. 
“These hands-on learning programs directly engage students 
in activities that students have expressed interested in 
learning more about. That’s what makes this grant particularly 
rewarding; it brings an educational component to student 
interests.” 

Courtney Long, the director of community resources and 
grant management, will help oversee the implementation of the 
grant. 

A formal celebration of the grant’s award will be held in 
November. 

The 1st place winner of the business window decorating 
contest during Homecoming 2018 was Bank of Iberia; 
second place went to Waynesville City Hall and the third 
place winner was Hoppers. A special thanks goes to all 
of the businesses who participated in this year’s theme, 
“Tigers Win Across the Board.”

$1,250,000 grant Continued 
from page 1

The WHS Theatre Department and Thespian Troupe 1669 
will present the play, “Absolutely Murder” by Guernsey 
LePelley on Oct. 18-21 at the Waynesville High School 
Auditorium.

Performances will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 18, Friday, 
Oct. 19, and Saturday, Oct. 20. The Sunday matinee will begin 
at 2:30 p.m. Oct. 21. 

Tickets are $5 for adults, $4 for staff/students, and $3 for 
senior citizens and elementary children. Senior citizens who 
have a Waynesville R-VI Senior Citizens Athletic Pass will be 
admitted free.

  The play’s summary from the SamuelFrench website:
 “A body - which just won’t stay dead, it seems - is found in 

a chest in an abandoned gunpowder factory. This has all the 
elements of the classic “dark-and-stormy-night” mysteries - a 
young girl and her two rival boyfriends, stranger-than-strange 
strangers, a mysterious doctor, a murderer, and that corpse that 
just won’t stay put! Find out which boyfriend Kate decides to 
marry, who the murderer is, and what happens to the wandering 
corpse!”

WHS to present “Absolutely Murder” Oct. 18-21

Senior citizens age 60 and older who reside in the 
Waynesville R-VI School District may pick up their athletic 
passes during regular business hours at the WHS Athletics 
Office or at the Superintendent’s Office at 200 Fleetwood Drive 
in Waynesville. 

The WHS Theatre Department and Thespian Troupe 1669 
promoting their show during the parade. 

WAYNESVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

OPEN HOUSE
1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 7, 2018



Cross country varsity boys and girls take 1st 
The Waynesville cross country 

varsity boys and varsity girls swept the 
competition taking home the 1st place 
plaques in both divisions in the Cuba 
Invitational on Tuesday, Oct. 2. 

The varsity boys consisted of 
Bryan O’Barr (1st), Luke Morrison 
(2nd), Jed Cosby (3rd), Victor Daos 
(6th), Alejandro Malave (7th), Gabe 
Golinghurst (10th) and James Dukas 
(21st). The varsity boys team score was 
17, only two points away from a perfect 
score. 

The varsity girls consisted of 
Madelyn Newsom (1st), Katelyn 
VanBelkum (2nd), Emery Oldenberger 
(3rd), Tessa Scott (5th), Makkah 
Mujahid(6th), Jasmine Cassidy (7th) 
and Astacia Garica (9th). The varsity 
girls had a perfect team score of 15. 

“We were using this meet as a tune-
up for our Ozark Conference meet this 
Saturday,” said Head Coach Nicole 
Jarman. “Conference is our main focus 
right now but it was nice to bring home 

some plaques from Cuba.”
Both the cross country high school 

and middle school teams competed in 
the Cuba Invitational. 

Students at Waynesville High School raised more than $500 
for Wounded Warrior Project with a “Heels for Heroes” project. 
The event was sponsored by the WHS National Honor Society 
and the Student Government Association

Donations from the “miracle minute” and “Hats for Heroes” 
and money collected during lunch enabled students and faculty 
to help select which teacher would wear the highest heels for the 
project. When all was said and done, Waynesville High School 
collected $550.88 to be donated to the local Wounded Warrior 
Project on Fort Leonard Wood.

The following teachers volunteered to wear high heels for 
a day at school for the project, Joshua Mize, Nick Parmley, 
Shayne McPherson, and Patrick Brooks.

 “For someone unaccustomed to them, wearing high heels can 
be uncomfortable and even a little painful; they serve as a very 
small reminder of the enormous sacrifices our Wounded Warriors 

WHS students raise $500+ for Wounded Warriors 

have made,” said William DeMalade, a computer science and 
engineering teacher at WHS who also is a Wounded Warrior 
and a retired Lieutenant Colonel from the United States Army.

Students of the 
month for September 
from the Waynesville 
Career Center are (at 
left) Draydon Raef, a 
senior in JROTC and 
video production, 
and at right, Isaac 
George, a senior in 
HVAC.



During Thayer Elementary’s Johnny Appleseed week, Jahsette 
Lujan’s first graders used Legos to build the beginning, middle and 
end of the Johnny Appleseed book that they read as a class. Students 
had to be very purposeful while selecting pieces to add. Along 
with practicing their retelling skills, students had the opportunity 
to synergize and improve their problem solving abilities. Photos 
submitted.

Desmond Dawkins received the first Rick and Cheryl Vernon 
Homecoming Player of the Game Award for his efforts during the game 
against the Rolla Bulldogs on Friday, Sept. 28, 2018. 

The new Waynesville High School tradition recognizes a senior for 
demonstrating extraordinary effort during the annual Homecoming game 
and pays tribute and homage to long-time Coach Rick Vernon, who 
served as Tiger head football coach for 33 seasons. Along with numerous 
conference titles, and district titles, Vernon led Waynesville in 2007 to 
the program’s 1st Class 5 State Championship victory. 

Top left, Desmond Dawkins is pictured with Rick 
and Cheryl Vernon; center, Head Football Coach Joe 
Haynes gives instructions to Dawkins; Top right, 
Aaron Emperato, quarterback, carries the ball to a 
first down, Bottom right, Michael Lewis, quarterback, 
runs with the ball. Above, Dawkins is with the WHS 
football coaches. 

New football homecoming tradition 



After completing her morning work, Lucy 
B., a 1st grader at Thayer Elementary, 
made a motivational entry into her journal 
expressing her pride of being a Thayer Tiger.

The Waynesville JROTC Raider Team 
took 2nd out of 30 teams at the Smith 
Cotton meet on Sept. 29 in Sedalia. 
They took 3rd out of 25 teams at the 
Des Moines, Iowa, meet on Sept. 22. 
The Raiders will compete again on 
Oct. 13 in Leavenworth, Kan. 

About 300 parents participated in the Parent Breakfast 
today at Waynesville Middle School. 

“Pirates” 
attacked 
cardboard 
“ships” in Nick 
Parmley’s room 
using physics 
calculations to 
sink other ships. 
Parmley, a WHS 
physics teacher, 
turns complex 
formulas into 
a game, which 
encourages 
students to stay 
focused through 
multiple steps so they can be competitive. 


